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                           		Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council Meeting
                     	            Minutes of the Meeting 6th November 2025 at 7.30pm     
        Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham WR11 4TQ
						07951046541      
	       Email: clerk@nortonlenchwick-pc.gov.uk   Website: https://nortonlenchwick-pv.gov.uk/
Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr John Smale, Cllr Jaqui Dance,  Cllr Paul Eardsey, Cllr John Petty, District Cllr Craig Reeves, County Cllr Satinda Bell Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, David Irons Lengthsman 
1) Not present
2)   Apologies Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts and Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade
3)   Declaration of Interest None.
4) Public Session A member of The SNT team attended to listen to any concerns The Council had concerning police issues in The Parish.  He appraised The Council of incidents in The Parish these mainly concerned traffic reports. He also recommended that people look at Neighbourhood Matters as a good record of what is going on in The Parish. Robert Styler attended the meeting to address The Council concerning the purchase of The Land next to The Village Hall.  Mr. Styler expressed his disappointment at the monies raised by The Parish even though the total has now reached over £29,000. He felt that more people should have contributed.  Cllr Reeves explained that the amount raised was considered extremely large by many people and felt sure that this had played a huge part at Wychavon in considering The Parish’s loan application. Terry Bennett attended The Meeting to talk to The Council concerning Neighbourhood Watch.  He appraised The Council that it was now registered with sixteen members.  The Council agreed to publish Neighbourhood watch material in the next Newsletter.
5)  Minutes   The Minutes from The Parish Council Meeting held on 4th of September 2025 were duly signed.
6) District and County Councillors Reports.  County Councillor Bell appraised The Council of the financial situation at Worcestershire County Council where 90% of budget Is spent on Social Care and Children’s Services, and The Council was suffering a huge financial deficit.  She also told The Council that County had submitted a plan to The Government, for One Worcestershire Unitary Council as this was the most economical way forward. The Clerk asked Councillor Bell to look into an old project concerning  Cil money that had been promised in planning application W/15/02425/PN for a footpath at Wood Norton Care Home.  It has been observed that the workforce there has to walk on the grassed verge to get to work, and this was considered dangerous for them.  District Councillor Craig Reeve reported that he had met with Jayne Pickering Deputy Chief Executive at Wychavon District Council where they had walked the route of The Greenway Project.  There is now a working group for this project and it is looking very positive, there is a need to upgrade the bridle path.  Cllr Reeves asked Cllr Bell to support this project.  Also, maybe there could be 106 money available from The David Lloyd building at The Valley.  Cllr Drayton mentioned that The Golf Course at Harvington had been taken over by The Heart of England and maybe this would help with The Greenway Project.  Cllr Reeves reported that the speed limit decrease on the B4048 had failed, but that he intended to challenge this and would welcome any comments from Parish Councillors that might help, he also asked Cllr Bell for her support on it too.  It was questioned about the data that had been supplied by Highways, as this had been taken during school holidays and not during an event at Ragley Hall, both of which would show a big increase in the volume of traffic.   Cllr Reeves also reported that although the SWDP was due to come out very soon, and should be ratified in April 2026, it had been of very little use to  Harvington, as although they had commissioned a mini Neighbourhood Plan, because their 
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plan was outdated and they need to work quickly. This would not be considered for housing stock when it came to Wychavon if they hadn’t met their allocation, in short that allocation would over-ride Harvington’s  Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Reeves also informed The Council that he had applied for A Public Section Order in Evesham to combat anti-social behaviour.
7) Chairman’s Report  Cllr Drayton reported that with great sadness she had accepted the resignation of Cllr Eddie Heald as he and Anne were moving to pastures new, and the whole Council wished them well in their new life.  Cllr Drayton also reported that along with volunteers she had planted a huge amount of daffodils in King’s Lane and that it had been very hard work!  Well Done to all involved.
8) Field Path Officer Report   Mr Crack had not sent a report this time.
9) Lengthsman’s Report David reported that the new footpath down King’s Lane leading to Lenchwick, and the drains seem to be coping well.  Now that Highways had finished working down King’s Lane David will refit the repaired VAS machine.
10) Finance and Policy The Clerk informed The Council the balance of the money raised for The Land now exceeded £29,000, with three more pledges to be received
11) Community Outreach Reports Speedwatch: Cllr Funnell informed The Council that there still hasn’t been any police visits to The Volunteers.  Greenway Project: Cllr Reeves has already dealt with this in his report.   Parish Games: The Council were delighted to receive the news that the fishing team had won in their competition and would duly receive their award at The Awards Evening in November.
12) Progress Reports and New Items
A)  .gov.uk emails.  Cllr Drayton said she will help Cllr Petty to access his new email soon.
B) Speed limit Evesham Road this was addressed earlier in The District Councillors Report.
C) Benches The Lengthsman said he would get these done soon.
D) The Land by The Village hall The Clerk reported that Wychavon had confirmed the loan to purchase the land, but she was still waiting for the contact to be delivered.  This should happen very soon.
E) The Lengthsman asked Cllr Drayton to mark the place where she wanted Jock’s sign to go in Ashmore’s Farm.
F) David said he will now erect The Danger Sign in The Playpark as The Ground had softened.
G) Ashmore’s Farm is looking good
H) Harvington Lane Development the drainage pump had failed but there wasn’t any more news concerning this.
I)  The Vas machine has now been returned repaired.
J) Bleed Kit nothing to report.
K) Replacement Concrete columns £7500 for street lighting to be addressed in the future.
L) Footpath at Chadbury The Clerk had spoken to Cllr Bell earlier in The Meeting			
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K) Kissing Gate at the land by the church, Cllr Eardley reported that when he had been helping with the fence at  the land he had found the missing kissing gate, but that had now disappeared again.  The Clerk explained that The Council believed that it had been removed so that horses could not be left on the land i.e. because they could then escape.
13)  Correspondence received   The Clerk had received a letter from a firm in London expressing an interest in purchasing the land where the playpark and playing field are.  As this land has a covenant on it, that would not be possible.
14)  Planning W/25/02247/FUL Land At OS 0494893 to be considered.
15)  Invoices to be approved as attached							
16)   Date of next meeting   Wednesday 14th January 2026      
 Meeting concluded at 9.30pm

