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                           Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council Meeting
                          Minutes of the Meeting 4thJuly 2025 at 7.30pm     
        Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham WR!! 4TQ
						01386 871205       
		Email: clerk@nortonlenchwick-pc.gov.uk  Website: nortonlenchwick-pc.gov.uk 
Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald, Cllr John Smale, Cllr Jaqui Dance, Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade Cllr Paul Eardsey, Cllr John Petty, District Cllr Craig Reeves Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, David Irons Lengthsman 
1) Not present Cllr Satinda Bell. 
2)   Apologies Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts
3)   Declaration of Interest None.
4)   Public Session No members of The Public were present.
5)  Minutes   The minutes from The Annual Parish Council Meeting held 30th April 2025 and The Annual Parish Meeting held 18th May 2025 were duly signed.
6) District and County Councillors Reports.  Cllr Bell did not attend.  Cllr Reeves reported that he along with Chris Bloor MP were lobbying to get a better bus service and a late-night bus service for Harvington and Norton, and an online petition has been instigated, he hoped it would happen although he felt that a financial investment may be required.  Cllr Reeves reported that the Wychavon and Worcestershire Council’s Unitary Consultation was still progressing. He also reported that although The Government had now decided that they would not be giving financial support to Parish Councils who wished to develop A Neighbourhood Plan, Wychavon would be offering financial support.  The Rural Fund is also available with grants of up to £25,000 and matching funding of 25%.  Cllr Reeves also reported that he had been working with Cllr Dance in promoting her speed awareness petition, on The Evesham Road.
7) Chairman’s Report Cllr Drayton reported that she and the Clerk had attended a meeting at Wychavon regarding the forming of The New Unitary Council:  
Wychavon – shift to Unitary council
The Labour government is forcing all District Councils to work to a Unitary System, the Conservative government allowed them to decide whether they wanted to make this move, some  have done.
The structure of Parish and Town Councils will not change.
Initially Unitary Councils could not have a population of more than 500,000, this number has been relaxed.
Worcestershire County is made up of 6 District Councils and there are two options that is being considered. 
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The first is that all 6 District Councils and County Council become one. This would consist of a current population of just over 614,000, projected to be nearly 680,000 by 2043.
The second option is we have a North and South Split. North would consist of Bromsgrove, Redditch and Wyre Forest with a current population of 290,000, projected to be 316,000 by 2043. The rest of the region would be South with a current population of 323,000, projected to by 362,000 by 2043. Wychavon appear to favour this option.
Worcestershire need to make a decision by 28th November 2025 as to which option they need to present to the government. In May 2027 elections will take place for a Shadow Council to operate until it officially starts on the 1st April 2028.
Rather than having 6 District Councils have 6 different departments managing things sepperately, going Unitary and replacing this with fewer depts should be cost saving.
When this move takes place there will be an asset transfer between the Unitary council and our Parish Council. Non-money making land and that  that can’t be developed on will come to us. If we had any money making land this would be owned and run by the Unitary Council. For us Ashmore’s Farm Nature Reserve is owned by County so we may be given this. We are not sure yet what will happen to lengthsman’s wages and verge cutting.
This doesn’t affect us to much but if we had a carpark with Public Toilets. The Unitary Council would keep the Car Park and gain an income from it and then the toilets would be given to the Town or Parish Council and money would be have to be taken from Precept rather than Car Park income to maintain. 
As Wendy has already mentioned we are advised to start increasing precepts to create reserves ready for the change. The recommended amount is 20%.
At the moment we have 248 district and county councillors, this would be reduced to 114, so they would be responsible for twice as many people yet would remain a semi voluntary role.
We would lose our Council Tax Support Grant which is approximately £1700 per year. The government stopped paying these 12 years ago but Wychavon decided to use their money to continue this. I think this is the money we get for those that have their council tax paid for.
Most seem to favour the two council option. Current council services would be split which could cause problems in depts eg children services. Combining District council services should make these more efficient.
People at the meeting favour the two tier as geographically people don’t want to feel lost and forgotten in a big area, but lots of things are managed digitally so this may not be as big of a problem as feared.

8) Field Path Officer Report   The path running from Lenchwick Lane, through Willow Farm down to the A44 is now clear. This has taken a lot of work, especially through the copse at 
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the top of the hill. I’m concerned about the poor state of the two  ditch bridges either side of the Willows farmyard. They are entirely passable but with 
as there are some loose planks. I’m reporting this through the Worcs Public Rights of        Way office for repair.
· The path from Lenchwick Lane through the park, then tracking left behind the houses in Heathfield Road to St Egwins, is clear. I’m concerned about the state of the gates either end of the field adjacent to the church - one needs replacing, the other appears to have the hinges removed??!! Again I’m reporting this through the Worcs Public Rights of Way office.
· The path running from Evesham Rd opposite Church Lane, between the field and Ashmore’s Farm is clear. I’ve trimmed this twice in the last few weeks.
· The path from the Premier inn running down to the river through Evesham Country Park is clear. The Public Footpaths through the Country Park are also clear.
· There are more paths farther afield which I hope to deal with over the next few weeks, as well as maintaining the more local ones.
· On a more general note, a key feature of the local footpaths is the grass surface. Frequent use of the paths helps considerably to keep the grass short and comfortable for walking, reducing the need for frequent strimming runs!!! If council members could encourage residents to use the paths it would make my job a lot more manageable!!
9) Lengthsman’s Report David reported that he had spent a lot of time cutting back brambles, unfortunately it had been too hot to work on some days.  He now has all the tools etc. to renovate the benches.
10) Finance and Policy The Clerk informed The Council the balance of the bank account was £10,952.75.
11) Community Outreach Reports   Speed Watch:   Cllr Funnell is determined to get this working again; he needs to print off the forms for new volunteers and get them registered.   The Greenway project: has now been shelved because of The New Unitary Council formation, and Harvington have returned the £500 donation that The Council made. The Parish Games are well underway unfortunately The Cross Country entry had to be withdrawn due to unforeseen circumstances.  The Clerk reported that The Football entry was required to supply two match footballs, she had given them permission to purchase these.					
12) Progress Reports and New Items
A)  .gov.uk emails. We now only have two Parish Councillors to enable their new emails.  The Clerk reported that she had been undergoing some training in operating websites, and she had started to use the new website.
B) The speed limit on The Evesham Road, had been dealt with earlier in the District Councillors repo
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C) The footpath at Chadbury could not be addressed at Cllr Satinda Bell did not attend the meeting.
D) The Chairman and Clerk gave a brief resume as to what was happening with the purchase and planning of the land.  Wychavon have given a recommendation of a loan for £150,000, This will need to be agreed at Committee;  the owners of the land have agreed to sell this to The Council for £200,000 this means that a further £50,000 will need to be raised.  The Clerk has arranged for a committee to be formed to oversee the initial purchase and joined the Community Land Trust, who will advise on everything.  She will create another leaflet to be delivered to every household in The Parish outlining a plan for the land and asking for monetary pledges.
E) Cllr Dayton said she had found an ideal spot for Jock’s sign, however it was agreed that the land was to hard to dig at the present time, as soon as it softens up David will erect it.
F) Danger sign for The Playpark, it was agreed that The Clerk would now purchase this.
G) Cllr Drayton said that Ashmore’s Farm is looking good and is very well used.
H) Harvington Lane Development,  Cllr Reeves reported that Chris Bloor MP was involved in this problem, however there had not been any progress.  Wychavon had served papers on the developers, but they had been ignored.  The residents do now have legal representation.
I)  Two of the Councillors said they would look to see if they had a box big enough to send the VAS machine back to the supplier to see if it could be fixed.
J) The Clerk reported that she had been approached by someone offering a free bleed kit,  Cllr Arthurs-Pitts had also sent a note regarding this: There has been discussion regarding the bleed control kits for Evesham and Norton having one our current defib case doesnt have the space to house the kit and the defib at Gill’s house is owned by Evesham Defibrillators who have requested they are not stored in there. This raises the query of where it is to be kept. They do have boxes which can be purchased to house them but due to the cost we will have when looking to purchase the land- maybe the cost could be split and the case added on to an outside wall at the village hall.  It was decided that The Clerk would ask The Norton Grange if they would like to have the bleed kit initially so it would be available if needed, as the cost of the housing was £450.
K)  It was decided to defer the upgrading of the streetlighting columns at the present time whilst the land was being arranged
L)  The fence for the Parish Land by The Church would be discussed at The Next Parish Council Meeting.
13)  Correspondence received   None.
14)  Planning   The Planning in Principle for nine houses in Lenchwick has been approved.  Mr. Carrol had unsuccessfully sought to have some of the conditions on his planning application at Chadbury removed.
15)  Invoices to be approved as attached							
16)   Date of next meeting   4th September 2025        Meeting concluded at 8.40pm


