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                           Norton and Lenchwick Annual Parish Council Meeting
                            Minutes of the Meeting 30th April 2025 at 7.00pm     
        Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205
					Email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com                   
                                              Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
  Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald,  
 Cllr John Smale, Cllr Jaqui Dance, Cllr Jessica Arthurs Pitts, District Cllr Craig Reeves Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, David Irons Lengthsman 
1) Election of Chairman Cllr Sue Drayton proposed by Cllr Edwin Heald and seconded by Cllr Jacqui Dance
2) Not present Cllr Laura Gretton. 
3)   Declaration of Interest None.
4)  To review and accept standing orders Proposed by Cllr Edwin Heald and seconded by Cllr Jacqui Dance
5)  To review and accept financial regulations Proposed by Cllr Mark Funnell and seconded by Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts  
6)  To agree affiliation to NALC and CALC Proposed by Cllr Sue Drayton and seconded by Cllr Jacqui Dance
7)  To review the Insurance by The Parish Council   Proposed by Cllr Mark Funnell and seconded by Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts
8)  To review and accept current arrangements with Local Authorities and Business’s 
Streetlighting Worcestershire CC Proposed Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts and seconded by Cllr Edwin Heald
Grass Cutting Smart Cut proposed Cllr Sue Drayton seconded Cllr Mark Funnell
9)   To agree working groups 
Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade: Planning,
Cllr Jacqui Dance: Biodiversity and Tree Warden,
Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts: Defibrillator,
Cllr Mark Funnell: Greenway project, Parish Games, Speedwatch.
10) To agree delegation to The Clerk and also terms of reference for planning Proposed Cllr Sue Drayton and seconded by Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts.
11)  To set the meeting schedule for the year   3th July 2025, 4th September 2025, 6th November 2025, 7th January 2026, 5th March 2026, 7th May 2026.  Agreed by The Council and carried.
12) Public Session A member of The Public attended to inform The Council with regards to Neighbourhood watch.  He had spoken to Neighbourhood watch and had approval from them to create an umbrella to incorporate all the local villages.  This would entail nominating five households 
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in The Village to take responsibility for the running of The Scheme.  The Chairman said she would place all the information in the next Newsletter.
13)  Minutes   The minutes from The Parish Council Meeting held 6th March 2025 were approved
14) District and County Councillors Reports.  Cllr Gretton did not attend.  Cllr Reeves attended and gave an update on the evolving formation of The Unitary Council.  There is to be a consultation in June, because this is a very complex issue Cllr Reeves is trying to make the information as concise and eligible a possible, to help people understand. There are two options The Whole of Worcestershire is the favourite at the moment as this meets the population criteria of 500,000, The South Worcestershire one only in corporates 350,000. There will be a lot less Councillors to cover much larger areas. It will need for all The Councils to unite and agree the plans going forward.  Cllr Reeves was very sorry to report that with regards to The Greenway project Worcestershire County Council will not be pursuing The Evesham-Twyford part as this is not on the local riding, walking map.  He also appraised The Council that The Witts End Appeal had been denied.
15) Chairman’s Report Cllr Drayton told The Council that she would like to plant some daffodils around The Parish to create a better aesthetic look.  She also asked the Clerk to see if Rooftop would approve the planting of some Cherry Trees in Heathfield Road, as in generations gone by The Heath was known for Cherry Trees and this was where Heathfield Road had been built.
16) Field Path Officer Report   No report from Laurance this time.  Cllr Drayton said she would email him as she was concerned about the footpath behind The Old Thatch at The Ashmore’s Farm Woodland Area.
17) Lengthsman’s Report David reported that he had spent a lot of time dismantling the cabinets from the old noticeboards in readiness for the new ones being mounted. David reported that he had not been able to dismantle the VAS Machine on King’s Lane to send it for repair as it appeared to be welded on.  Cllr Drayton said she would look to see if anything could be done.  David also appraised The Council of the work he had carried out at The Parish Land adjacent to The Church.  The Clerk told The Council that the benches on The Playpark need sanding and treating.  She suggested that a battery sander be purchased, The Council asked her to get quotes for purchase and hire. The Clerk also told The Council that since the ditch to the back of the new part of The Play Park had been cleared that as it was quite deep it could be a hazard.  The Council agreed that a warning sign be purchased and installed.
18) Finance and Policy   The Clerk informed The Council the balance of the bank account was £17,635.01, The Precept had been received £10,982 plus cil money of 929.14.  Giving a total of cil money in hand £2919.60. The Clerk presented The Agar form for signing and told The Council that the accounts were now with The Internal Auditor.  The Clerk appraised The Council that should it wish to consider the purchase of the land for sale at the village hall there were many possibilities to consider in a) raising the money (one being a PWB Loan) and b) the uses of the land once purchased (renovation of The Football Pitch). 
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19) Community Outreach Reports  Speedwatch  Cllr Funnell is determined to get this working again.  The Greenway project had already been discussed with Cllr Reeves.  The Parish Games are now open The Clerk said she would make a start on these immediately.					
20) Progress Reports and New Items
A)  .gov.uk emails. These are progressing with four Councillors now fully operational.  The Clerk has asked parishonline to integrate the old email to the new one, Cllr Drayton offered to help any Councillor who was struggling to set up their new email.
B) The footpath at Chadbury could not be addressed at Cllr Laura Gretton did not attend the meeting.
C) The Clerk reported that the new noticeboards were being installed on 15th May 2025
D) The Chairman presented the sign that was to be erected at Ashmore’s Farm Woodland in memory of Jock McClaren who had been The Footpath Warden for many years, Jock’s Wood.
E) Cllr Dance said that Ashmore’s Farm is really good but would like to see bullrushes in the lake and maybe some benches too. Cllr Smale said he had been attending some of the young saplings with new supports.
F) Cllr Reeves reported that nothing had happened at The Harvington Lane Development since the ditches had been completed.  Cllr Funnell asked The Clerk to report The Footpath at the bottom of King’s Lane to Highways to see if they could make them more passable especially for older residents. 
G)  The Council thanked Cllr Heald for all of his hard work cutting back branches at The Parish Land by The Church.  The Council discussed what fence could be used to divide the land from the cemetery, a dead hedge was suggested.  Cllr Drayton said she needed to measure the length.
H) The Clerk reported that Rooftop had carried out several repairs around The Parish at her request. Fixing fences, removing flytipping, attending to trees and also logging the repair of a footpath. 
J) The Parish Council agreed to donate £100 to The Citizens Advice Bureau, as they had written to say they had helped so many people in The Parish.
K) The Council agreed to delay the replacement columns to the streetlighting until later in the year, to make sure there was enough money to pay for this.
L)  The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was set for Sunday 18th of May 3-5pm in The Village Hall
21)  Correspondence received   None.
22)  Planning   There were two planning applications one for a porch in Lenchwick and another for a single dwelling on Harvington Lane, Clllr Drayton said she would draft a comment for the Harvington Lane one. 
23)  Invoices to be approved as attached.
DRAFT										238

24)  To review the Asset Register   this was all correct
25)  Review complaints procedure/freedom of information request and press media policies Propose by Cllr Funnell and seconded by Cllr Dance
26)  Review policies on GDPR and disciplinary procedures Proposed by Cllr Smale seconded by Cllr Arthurs-Pitts
27)   Date of next meeting   3rd July 2024
Meeting concluded 8.50 pm

