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               Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting 18th May 2025
	   Clerk to The Council Wendy Cope, 22 Heathfield Road, Norton, WR11 4TQ
		Tel: 01386 871205 email:  nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com
		        Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/
Present: Cllr Mark Funnell Vice-Chairman, Cllr Jacqui Dance, Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts, District Councillor Craig Reeves, Lengthsman David Iorns, and Clerk Wendy Cope
10 members of The public attended
Apologies Cllr Edwin Heald and Cllr Sue Drayton
Chairman Sue Drayton could not attend so Vice-Chairman Cllr Mark Funnel read out her report:
Another busy year in the Parish that 12 months ago started with our increased involvement in the Parish Games. Our residents are really getting involved with this and this year’s entries are filling up quickly.
Ashmore’s Farm continues to be a great asset for the village and is enjoyed by so many that the footpath is well worn in places. The wildflowers put on a great show last year and it is amazing to see how much the trees have grown. We have got a sign ready to put up for Jock’s wood and we will hopefully put a picnic bench on the site as well.
We seem to have come to the end of the flooding on King’s Lane. Wendy has worked tirelessly to get the drainage sorted but I hope the ducks have found alternative water to swim in.
Many residents still have concerns about the new housing development on Harvington Lane, especially to do with drainage – investigations are still ongoing and this has slowed all development in terms of finishing off the site and completing the last house. 

Our Parish Path Warden, Laurence Crack and Lengthsman David Ioms have been working hard throughout the year to make the area more accessible by clearing footpaths and keeping hedgerows under control. Thank you to both of you for the invaluable work you do. 

Thank you to our Parish Councillor Jess who regularly checks up on the Defibrillator in the phone box. Luckily it hasn’t had to be used yet but it is always there and ready. 

Jacqui has completed her first full year as Biodiversity Champion and will follow with her report, thank you to you for everything you do.

The Parish Council are still trying to start the process of having a footpath between Wood Norton and Chadbury roundabout, but this has not happened due to no response from the County Councillor. We have a newly elected County Councillor so we hope that they will become involved in our community and with begin to work with us on this matter.
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The Parish has continued to strengthen links between the village hall, church, and Parish council. Andy and Caroline Green continue to do a sterling job with keeping The Church Community going and they now have a fully functioning toilet and kitchen. The Village Hall Trustees have continued to work hard, and Bingo has seen consistently strong numbers this winter, along with successful Quizzes. The ladies toilet refurbishment took place thanks to a contribution by the Parish Council. It is very important that we have this hall to be able to bring everyone together.

We have recently replaced the noticeboards so we shouldn’t have any more problems with difficult locks and soggy posters.

This Winter saw the Parish’s first Christmas Tree with lights. Jacqui tried to get financial support from local businesses to have a few of these around the parish but was unsuccessful apart from funding from Bredon Vale Camp site, so we were only able to have one. This was enjoyed by most of the residents of the Parish.

One of the points raised in last year’s meeting was a concern over the width of the footpaths opposite the Norton Grange and along Harvington Lane. Between our lengthsman and Highways this work has been completed and has made the paths much safer to use.
Projects that lie ahead are planting of daffodils on the verges around the parish this autumn and reinstating some of the cherry trees along Heathfield road.
One big project that Wendy is pursuing is looking into the possibility of the Parish buying just over 7 acres of land around the Village Hall. This will involve a lot of work but she is very determined to do this in order to create sports facilities, allotments amongst other things for the community.
Thank you to everyone who works hard towards making this Parish a better place to live. These include all the Parish Councillors, Parish Clerk Wendy, Village Hall Trustees, litter pickers, the Church and everyone who supports events and keeps an eye on everything.
Cllr Jacqui Dance Bio-diversity Champion and Tree Warden read out her report:
The parish has seen many biodiversity benefits over the last year, but most obviously in the planting of the wildflower meadow next to the church. This was commissioned by the parish council for Smart Cuts to manage and is now showing it's first flowers. We are looking forward to seeing this flourish over the coming years. This summer we will be putting in a 'dead hedge' between the wildflower meadow and the church, to create not only a boundary, but a living habitat for insects, birds and invertebrates. 
New Farm has continued to flourish, along with Ashmores Farm. The trees are doing well and hedging whips have been added to build on hedging. The Sanctum is very well used and the community enjoy leaving comments in the visitor book, often saying what an asset the space is for enjoying nature, a rest or for wellbeing. As a Parish, we are so lucky to have around 100 plus acres of nature now on our doorstep.
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There are regular sitings of a Barn Owl in the parish, along with Red Kites (up to 8 at a time) and of course our families of Roe and Muntjack deer.
I attended the Tree Warden's Conference and Training Day in Stroud last Autumn, to learn more about how my role can make a difference within the Parish. I came home full of ideas and plans which are now starting to come to fruition, with our first volunteers meet up on Sunday 8th June at 10am outside the Village Hall. In the background, I have started a tree nursery, based at Bredon-Vale Campsite in the village and have started mapping the trees in the Parish, along with seed collecting. 
Going forward, I hope to build on our tree warden party of volunteers, meeting 4 times a year and encouraging our young parishoners to get involved with seed planting workshops, crafts and their own 'young voice' digital noticeboard. 
If anyone is interested in joining the working party, please do let me know in person, or by emailing j.dance@nortonlenchwick-pc.gov.uk
The Clerk appraised The Meeting about the land for sale between Norton and Lenchwick, and told everyone, that she had met with someone from Wychavon who had given her a lot of advice and she would be calling A Public Meeting very soon.   A member of the public raised concerns about the width of the footpath at the bottom of King’s Lane at Lenchwick.  The Clerk was able to advise that she had already reported this to Highways.  Another member of the public advised that although the footpath on The Evesham Road had been widened in a combined effort from The Lengthsman and Highways, the problem was the height of the hedge and land slip.  Cllr Reeves advised The Clerk to contact Rachel Howes at WCC. 
The Clerk was able to recruit two new Parish Councillors Paul Eardsey and John Petty, which means that Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council now has a full Council for the first time in over 10 years.




