												233																			       Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council 					
Minutes of the Meeting Wednesday 6th March 2025 
Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205 
email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com 
Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
 Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Deputy Chairman Cllr Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald, Cllr John Smale, Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, David Iorns Lengthsman. District Cllr Craig Reeves
1) Apologies Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts, Cllr Jacqui Dance, Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade
2) Not present Cllr Laura Gretton, 
3)    Declaration of interest, None
4)   Public Session   Cllr Terry Bennett from Cookhill Parish Council attended once again to reiterate his intention of standing as County Councillor for The Conservative Party at the next election.  He appraised The Council of his involvement with Neighbourhood Watch as The Chairman of Cookhill Parish Council, he explained that he would try and get all The Parishes into The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme using his involvement to create an umbrella.  This would enable Parishes to display Neighbourhood Watch Posters. Cllr Bennett also told The Council he had tried to contact Laura Gretton to discuss her funds and to try and get access to them for The Parishes.
5)    Review of minutes of previous meeting   The Minutes of the 9th of January 2025 were signed.
6)    District Councillors Report   Cllr Craig Reeves told The Parish Council that a meeting had taken place between Rooftop Housing, Wychavon District Council, Chris Bloor MP and himself regarding The Harvington Lane Development, and that it was agreed that a drainage survey had to be completed to move forward.  There was a possibility that the residents could adopt the road.  Cllr Reeves reported that he had attended a full Council Meeting and that The SWDP was open to a public meeting now.  Wychavon District Council was donating £250 to every Parish Council towards VE day celebrations and would forgo road closure fees if required.  The Chairman suggested maybe serving Afternoon Teas in The Village Hall in conjunction with The Trustees of The Village Hall.  Cllr Reeves informed The Council that The Council Tax increase would be 2.5%.  Cllr Reeves commented that the planning application at Chadbury and The Planning Application PIP at Ashmore’s House had both been approved, and that he had spoken to the planning Officer for Ashmore’s House to express his concerns regarding access and drainage.   Jill Smith from Harvington Parish Council joined the conversation to discuss The Two Shires Greenway, support is now rallying for this.  Jill had spoken to Chris Bloor MP and Chris Day at Wychavon District Council.  There is a problem getting legal authority from Worcestershire County Council.  The Clerk suggested speaking to Heather Peachey in Legal Services at Wychavon District Council,  to see if she could recommend someone at County who could help.  Unfortunately, Harvington Parish Council were not allowed to use their Legacy Grant Money for this project so Jill asked The Council if they could donate some monies to help out.  The Council agreed a £500 donation, this was proposed by Cllr Drayton and seconded by Cllr Heald.
7)    Chairman’s Report   The Chairman did not have a report this time.
8)    Parish Path Warden’s Report    Mr Crack did not send a report. 
 9) Lengthsman’s Report   It was noted that David had been working extremely had on the footpaths.  The display on the portable VAS Machine on King’s Lane is broken.  The Clerk has made enquires with Westcotec.  Their repair service requires the customer to package the broken item and then they collect and examine to see if it can be fixed the cost of this is approximately £100 +VaT or a new machine would cost £2900 + VaT without data or £3790+VaT with data.  The Council elected to try and see if it could be fixed.  The Clerk spoke to The Council regarding employing another Lengthsman to work alongside David.  She had someone in mind.  The Council agreed to her exploring the possibility of this further regarding training at County etc.
10)  Finance and Policy    The Clerk reported that the balance of the bank account was £10,643.40 with The precept due at the end of April of £10,690.
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11)  Community Outreach and Parish Sports    Cllr Funnell reported that the police would be checking people every 3years instead of every 12month for Speed watch.  He also told The Council had new volunteers.
12) Progress Reports and new items
 	A) It was agreed that everyone would now work really hard to get their new .gov.uk emails working. The Clerk said she would send everyone an email to ask Parishonline for help if they needed it.
B) No information on The Footpath at Chadbury
              C) The Chairman asked The Clerk to check that the width of the inside of the cabinet was 40mm as this would stop condensation before the order was placed for the new noticeboards.
              D) The Chairman explained that she would sort the notice for Jock’s Legacy ASAP.
              E) Ashmores Farm is looking vey good especially since the pond had been installed.  A working group is needed to straighten up the saplings, Cllr Smale, Cllr Drayton and David volunteered and is was decided that Cllr Dance would be told too, as she is The Tree Warden for The Parish.

              F)  The Clerk reported That Cllr Dance had been in touch regarding the sign for The Playpark, unfortunately Cllr Dance did not attend the meeting.

              G) Harvington Lane development had been dealt with earlier in Cllr Reeve’s report.

              H) Parish Land by The Church, Cllr Heald along with David would try and cut the overhanging branches off from the Graveyard.  The Chairman asked The Clerk to arrange for a stock fence to be erected between The Parish Land and The Graveyard.

              I)   The Clerk told The Council she had attended a meeting with Calc to be informed about how The New Unitary Council would affect Parish Councils.  Some of the main points were a) they would be formed by May 2027 although obviously things would run over because of contracts b) there will be 50% less councillors c) 2/3rds of the staff at district would go d) Parish Plans will be revived e) the support grant of the precept will probably disappear f)  Legacy Grants will probably disappear.
       J) The Clerk reported that she had tried twice to report the collapsed grit bin at Chadbury, however County refused to accept that it was theirs.  Having taken advice the way forward was to request a new one, which she had done.  County will now decide if there is an appropriate place to site one. 
        k) With regards to the land up for sale by The Village Hall (approximately eight acres), Whilst The Parish Council would like to purchase it, they do not have the funds for this.

13) Correspondence. No correspondence
14) Planning. W/24/02367/Hp for solar panels in Lenchwick no objection
15) Finance.   all invoices paid.
16) Date of next meeting   Wednesday 30th of April 2025
Meeting adjourned 9.30pm 


signed/dated

