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Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting 2nd March 2023 at 7.30pm 
Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205 
email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com 
Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
  Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald, Cllr. Jasper Sealey-Wade, 
Cllr Ian Sherborne, Cllr John Smale, Cllr Jaqui Danse, Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, David Iorns Lengthsman
1) Apologies Laurence Crack Field Path Officer and Cllr Bradley Thomas
2) Not present Cllr Laura Gretton, Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts
3)   Declaration of interest, None
4)   Public Session  Mr Peter Goodhall attended the meeting, he told The Council that he was very happy to be living in Lenchwick, but wondered if anything could be done about speeding cars and delivery drivers not only parking on footpaths but driving along them!  He was also concerned that some repairs that had been carried out to the surface of the road was very shoddy workmanship! Cllr Drayton was happy to inform him that a new VAS machine was to be installed imminently in Lenchwick, that Speed Watch also took place there and that she would inspect the road, and inform highways.
5)  Review of minutes of previous meeting  
 Approved the minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on minutes of 12th January 2023   
District Councillor’s Report Cllr Thomas was unable to attend, however he sent a report via email.  Budget and Council Tax On February 22nd Wychavon District Council passed its budget and froze our element of council tax for the financial year 2023/24. This is the sixth freeze in a row and has resulted in £2.7m staying in local pockets since 2019. Additionally the Executive Board recommend to Council a budget allocation of £75k to enable a financial inclusion officer to be recruited on a 2 year contract within the Housing service. This role will support residents who call in financial difficulty by ensuring that they are in full receipt of support which they are entitled to. We have announced £30k worth of funding which will be provided to parishes to support Coronation celebrations – these funds will be provided direct without need to apply. 
Solar Together Residents are being encouraged to register their interest asap if they have even a slight interest in getting solar panels on their home. Solar Together Worcestershire is an innovative group-buying scheme offering high-quality solar photovoltaic (PV) panels and battery storage. Registering interest in this scheme does not require a commitment to buy. Later in the process, there is an opportunity to opt in or out once details and cost have been explained. The more people who register on the scheme, the lower the cost of the solar panels and batteries might be. More details can be found on Worcestershire County Council website: https://bit.ly/3kSwYpc Interest should be registered online by Friday, 10 March 2023. Solar PV installations are considered a 'permitted development' and will generally not need planning permission. However, in some cases, such as in Conservation Areas and on Listed Buildings, planning permission may be required. For planning advice, visit: https://bit.ly/3HmdVLF If a person already has solar panels, they can also register to have battery storage added to their existing solar panels to maximise the benefits of their system. See attached booklet demonstrating the value for money that the council provides and our priorities over the next four years.
6)   County Councillors Cllr Gretton did not attend
7)  Chairman’s Report   Nothing to report 
8)  Field Path Officer’s Report   Mr. Crack sent his apologies as he is on holiday
9) Lengthsman’s Report   David reported that he had been all over the Parish cutting back hedges etc.  He had also replaced the seats on all the old swings in The Play Park.
10)  Finance and Policy   The Clerk reported that the bank account had £10,377.21.  That £347.67 + Vat of the £4,903.24 Cil money had been spent on new swing seats. She also distributed all the forms required to be filled in for The Election in May.
												208

11)  Community Outreach and Parish Sports   Speedwatch Cllr Funnell reported that The Police now have two co-ordinators for Speed Watch, however one had been seconded to other duties, Cllr Funnell will keep asking them to train our new volunteers.  Harvington now have a working party for The Cyclepath and Cllr Funnell is a part of that,  they are moving forward, and are in discussion with Highways who will do a lot of the work.  They would like a mounting block so horses can also use the path.  They are also trying to get The Valley involved. The Parish Games are driving forward now, The Clerk offered to help Cllr Funnell really drive this event and get lots of people involved, she has also secured the use of a venue for skittles, darts and cribbage etc.  It was agreed that A Newsletter be bought out to coincide with the beginning of The Games.
12) Progress Reports and new items
       A) The Clerk informed The Council that she was concerned about the delay in Highways providing the pole for the new Vas machine in Lenchwick.  She had obtained a quote from SWARCO this was £1,000 + Vat.  Cllr Heald proposed this and Cllr Drayton seconded
      B) Foot path at Chadbury, The Clerk reported that this was on her list to speak to Cllr Gretton regarding cil money for this.  
      C) The renovations and additions to The Playpark are completed now.
      D) The Chairman informed The Council that she now had the new notice board for The Village Hall and would be installing it.  She will also explore finding appropriate backing to replace the old backing in  the other notice boards. 
      E) David will make a rustic sign Jock’s Wood to be placed at The New Woodland in memory of our previous Field Path Officer Jock.
      F)  Cllr Drayton reported that The Woodland now had Japanese mini forest.  There are also fruit trees to be planted.  The hedge needs trimming, this is the responsibility of Worcestershire County, Cllr Drayton will speak to them.  Cllr Smale asked if The Woodland took donations.
      G) The Clerk reported that she was waiting for Highways to install the concrete before ordering the bench.
      H)  The Harvington Lane development, Cllr Drayton said that the residents were trying to stop the sale of the big house as nothing had been done at the development. she would email Cllr Thomas and appraise him of the situation.
       I)  The Clerk reported that she obtained a quote to have the hedge trimmed in St. Egwin’s Road, this was for £450, Cllr Sherborne proposed and Cllr Funnell seconded.  It was agreed to leave the brick wall between Lloyd Close and King’s Lane.
       J) The Clerk reported that she had contacted Fischer German about the repairs to the kissing gate and fence on the land next to the church, and they had said they would ask the new tenant to do it for free rent.
       K) The Council agreed to purchase the village gates for Lenchwick from Hartwell’s as the price difference was immense, with the other company.  Proposed by Cllr Funnell seconded by Cllr Dance.  David said he would measure which size was required. 
13) Correspondence   none
14) Planning     Cllr Drayton reported that there hadn’t been any objection to the planning on King’s Lane 
15) Finance   all invoices paid.
16) Date of next meeting   11th May 2023



Meeting adjourned 9.25pm  




Signed/date










