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Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting 6th May 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom
Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205 
email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com 
Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
  
Present: Chairman Cllr Sue Drayton, Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade Vice Chairman Cllr Mark Funnell, Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts Cllr Ian Sherborne, Cllr Samantha Cope, Cllr Bradley Thomas and Wendy Cope Parish Clerk. 
1) Apologies   Cllr Edwin Heald
2)  Declaration of interest, None
3) Public Session, None
4) Review of minutes of previous meeting  
 Approved the minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on 4th March 2021.
5)  District Councillor’s Report
Cllr Thomas reported that parking charges for Wychavon Car Parks had started again on 4th May 2021, with a special offer of buy one hour get one hour free available until September 2021.  Cllr Thomas was sad to tell The Parish Council that their bid for The Legacy Grant had been unsuccessful.  He urged The Council to speak to David Manning at Wychavon to find out the reasons and once these could be resolved then a new application could be submitted, when the new round of grants began.  Cllr Thomas also told The Parish Council that the issue of people crossing the A46 to access Costa Coffee and KFC was an ongoing problem.
6)  County Councillors Report
Councillor Hopkins has now left The County Council and so was not present.
 7) Acting Chairman’s Report  
Cllr Drayton reported that the tree planting at Ashmore’s Farm was progressing, and that she had attended a course about being Chairman.
 8) Field Path Officer’s Report
· The parish paths had their “Spring Strim” at the end of April and look good. This trim was easier this year as the paths have been well used over recent months. It is expected that the extra walkers will continue long after the pandemic has gone away.
· The riverside path has become a key element in the “Avon Valley Rejuvenation Project”. The Country Park in conjunction with Manor Leisure from Harvington has set up a commercial angling enterprise with fishing pegs along the full length of the path. The Country Park maintenance team have been very helpful by mowing an increased length of the path each year and I anticipate they will mow all of it as part of the fishing facility.
· The Evesham Rambling Club have at last been able to set a date to commence work on placing their waymark posts in the Country Park section of their new circular walk from the centre of town. This will be one of the walks used during the Evesham Walking Festival to take place in June. I had a very nice note from the Rambling Club chairman thanking me for my modest input in the early days of this project.
· In response to Mark Rickets, Willow Farms complaint about walkers wandering round his yard I have put up extra way marks but it really needs something more blunt!
· It is with mixed feelings that I confirm my resignation as the Parish Path Warden. I consider I have had about equal success and failure in this role over the years with much work still unfinished. I include the following paragraph to ensure the parish council are aware that the upset arose because I unthinkingly broke some WCC house rules and have done nothing illegal.
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· It has to be said that in the early days when reopening the abandoned paths, my enthusiastic approach put me on the wrong side of a few WCC house rules, occasionally with resulting tensions. However, serious problems only arose when I unwittingly said the wrong thing in writing not once but twice. No actual difficulty arose because of either error. However, I have received a written disciplinary warning and asked to “consider my position”.
· When “considering my position” as instructed, I concluded that I could actually do more for our parish and its walkers as a normal parishioner and outside the constraints of the path warden role and for this reason I have resigned. I look forward to continuing work in the parish, supporting Sue Draycott in her exciting new project, and perhaps even the replacement Parish Path Warden if desired.
I thank the parish council for their support throughout my term in office. Wendy could not have been more helpful
It was agreed that The Field Path Office would be asked to store The Parish Strimmer until another Field Path Officer was found.  It was agreed that a gift would be purchased for the outgoing Field Path Officer to show The Council’s appreciation for his huge efforts down the years. 
9)Lengthsman Report   
There wasn’t a report for The Lengthsman, however several Councillors reported about the work he has carried out and the fact that he seems to work tirelessly to keep The Villages looking smart.
10)  Finance and Policy
The Clerk informed The Council The balance of the account was £10.189.97.  The precept of £7305 had been received. The Parish Council approved the accounts for 2020-2021, and The Certificate of Exemption, and The Annual Governance Statement.
11)  Community Outreach and PACT report.
Cllr Funnell reported that Speedwatch could now resume and he would organise this, and start recruiting new volunteers.  The Clerk asked him to ask about having The Speed Van on the main Evesham Road, he said he would ask. Cllr Drayton asked Cllr Funnell about changing the speed limit on the sid machine on The Evesham Road, he said he would. No news on PACT.  News on The Cyclepath has been hampered by communication although they have been having Zoom Meetings, Cllr Funnell said he would try to reconnect with The Cycle Path Committee.
12) Progress Reports and new items
      A) Land adjacent to The Village Hall.  The Clerk and Cllr Drayton reported that whilst investigating another matter they had inadvertently found a planning application which showed that the land was earmarked for The Village Hall.  they both said they would investigate further. 
      B) Playpark Cllr Thomas had already reported that The Legacy Grant had been unsuccessful. The Clerk reported that she had instructed Playdale to carry out the repairs to the existing playpark.
      C) Trees and plants for Ashmore Farm. Cllr Drayton reported that she had six residents involved with this project,  across three fields, with one field having 1,000 trees.  The residents had agreed that allotments would not be a good idea.  Orchards and bluebell woods with a lot of other ideas especially from Edward McClaren.  Cllr Drayton explained she and others were having a meeting with Wade Muggleton from WCC to discuss which way to proceed. Cllr Cope suggested a scheme where Parishioners might purchase a tree through donation and have it planted in their name.
      D) The Clerk reported that she was still waiting for the electricity to be reconnected to The Telephone Kiosk’
      E) The Clerk reported she had obtained a quote for replacing the notice board at Chadbury it was approximately £800.  Cllr Sherborne suggested speaking to Men in Shed’s to see if they could help, with a better price.
      F)  The Clerk reported that she had placed the order for the litter bin in King’s Lane to be moved to Lenchwick, however Wychavon are extremely busy so it might take some time.
      G) The Clerk said she had emailed Caroline Green and was waiting for a reply.
      H) The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday 23rd May at 3pm a budget of £50 was agreed for refreshments.
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      I) The Clerk and Cllr Drayton explained that a leak on the Playpark had been attributed to one of the houses on Byrd Row.  The had investigated why these houses had their water supply on Parish Land, but it all seem to be in order.
13) Correspondence none
14) Planning –  Costa and a small extension in St Egwin’s Road no objection to either
15) Invoice to be paid – all paid per addendum
[Type here]	[Type here]
Plus an extra invoice for Smart Cut which The Clerk had missed

Next meeting Thursday   1st July 2021      

Meeting adjourned 9.30pm
Signed/dated 



