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Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council 					
Minutes of the Meeting 2nd November 2023 at 7.30pm 
Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205 
email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com 
Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
  Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald, Cllr Ian Sherborne, 
 Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts, Cllr John Smale, Cllr Bradley Thomas District Councillor, Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, 
1) Apologies Laurence Crack Parish Path Warden, Cllr Jacqui Dance.
2) Not present Cllr Laura Gretton, Cllr Jasper Sealey-Wade, David Iorns Lengthsman.
3)   Declaration of interest, None
4)   Public Session   No members of The Public present.
5)  Review of minutes of previous meeting  
 The minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting have now been signed.  The minutes of the 6th of July 2023, and 7th of September were signed.
District Councillor’s Report Cllr Thomas reported that The South Worcestershire Development Plan has now been completed and dispatched to The Planning Inspector.  The consultation phase will now begin, and at some point, The Inspector will be available at The Civic Centre for people to speak to.  It is expected that the plan will be adopted in approximately twelve months’ time.  There is a five-year rolling housing plan, where Wychavon are expected to meet the housing demand.  Cllr Thomas asked that he be informed of any problems of flooding within The Parish. Cllr Thomas asked if Cllr Gretton had attended any Parish Council Meetings.  The Council informed him that she hadn’t.  Cllr Thomas informed The Council that in the future he was to become A Member of Parliament , but would be The District Councillor for a few more months.  
6)   County Councillors Cllr Gretton did not attend
7)  Chairman’s Report   The Chairman did not have anything to report.
8)  Parish Path Warden’s Report    I’m pleased to report that I will be attending the long awaited Strimmer Course provided by Worcs CC on Saturday 16th November. From then on I will be able to use the tools necessary to do the job I volunteered for!!Meanwhile, I have worked on several footpaths with the limited toolset I have been allowed to use, mainly fighting brambles and overhanging branches.  My thanks to Dave the Lengthsman for helping out with some of the strimming on a couple of the paths which are more frequently used.  One final point Wendy - the gates at either end of the field behind the houses by St Egwins Church, are close to completely collapsing. I understand replacement gates have been commissioned but nothing seems to be happening? Is this something the Parish Council have pursued, or should I be chasing through Fiona the Senior footpath manager??
9) Lengthsman’s Report   David did not attend.
10)  Finance and Policy    The Clerk reported that the balance of the bank account was £17,217.31 with a Vat refund of £1,987.18 having been received. It was agreed that monies were being saved to deal with the land next to the church.
11)  Community Outreach and Parish Sports   Cllr Funnel reported that he had submitted four new applications for speed watch, one of which had been declined, and because of this another one had withdrawn.  The new police person who is responsible for training, is now fully trained and hopefully will train the other two applicants soon.   Cllr Funnell reported that he attended another meeting with The Harvington Working Party concerned with The Greenway Project.  Although progress is being made there are still issues with Highways permissions!  Cllr Funnell is very hopefull that the new Chairman of Wychavon, will be greatly involved as he is known to be very interested in green projects.  There is to be an awards ceremony for The Parish Games and although, our Parish didn’t win anything this time it is hoped that maybe Parish Councillors would attend 22nd November 2023.  The Newsletter had been delivered.  
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12) Progress Reports and new items
      A) The Footpath still needs to be discussed with The County Councillor Laura Gretton who never attends meetings.
      B) The sign for Jock’s Wood is being dealt with by David The Lengthsman.
      C) Cllr Smale reported that he thought that a gate on Ashmore’s Farm had gone missing.  The Chairman said she would investigate.     
      D) The Queen’s Jubilee Bench has now been installed, and The Clerk reported that she had ordered the plaque for it.  Cllr Funnell reported that he had been approached by Maureen Irish sister to Ken Wild who sadly died last year to place a bench in The Park in remembrance of him. The family would bear all the costs.  The Council agreed.
      E)  Cllr Drayton spoke to Cllr Thomas regarding The Harvington Lane development, informing him that good links had now been made between the residents and planning.  A section 73 is now needed.  A drainage meeting is to be held on 13th of November 2023.  Cllr Thomas said he would speak to planning but felt enforcement needed to be involved.
     F)  It was acknowledged that The Council is saving money to deal with the land by The Church.
     G)  It was agreed that there would be three Newsletters next year if possible, in February, May and October.
     H)  It was acknowledged that The Church Fair was on 2nd of December, and any help that could be offered would be much appreciated.
       I)  The Council asked The Clerk what time Rober Rapheal was visiting The Parish on the 8th of November, she said she would let everyone know.
       J) The Table Top sale would be happing on Sunday 19th of November 2023
       k) The Clerk informed The Council that Wychavon was asking all Parish Councils to consider how they could adhere, and promote bio diversity within their area.  Cllr Heald asked The Clerk to look into Smart Water.
        
13) Correspondence   no correspondence.
14) Planning     Cllr Drayton reported that the only planning was Witts old property and it was just renovations at this point.
15) Finance   all invoices paid.
16) Date of next meeting   Wednesday 10th January 2024
Meeting adjourned 9pm 
[Type here]	[Type here]
signed/dated


