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Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council 					
Minutes of the Meeting 10th January 2024 at 7.30pm 
Clerk to the Council, Wendy Cope 22, Heathfield Road, Norton Evesham 01386 871205 
email: nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com 
Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/ 
  Present: Chairman Sue Drayton, Vice Chairman Mark Funnell, Cllr Edwin Heald, Jasper Seeley-Wade, 
 Cllr Jessica Arthurs-Pitts, Wendy Cope Parish Clerk, 
1) Apologies Cllr Bradley Thomas and Cllr Ian Sherborne
2) Not present Cllr Laura Gretton, Cllr John Smale, Cllr. Jacqui Dance, David Iorns Lengthsman.
3)   Declaration of interest, None
4)   Public Session   No members of The Public present.
5)  Review of minutes of previous meeting  
 The minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting have now been signed.  The minutes of the 2nd of November 2023 were signed.
6) District Councillors Report   Although, Cllr Thomas did not attend he sent this report: A consultation has begun on the Draft Wychavon Design Code Supplementary Planning Documents. There are four codes which cover the following areas;  * Pershore and Surrounding Area  * Evesham and Vale of Evesham  *Droitwich Spa and Surrounding Region and * Cotswold Edge.  All of the codes can be viewed online.  For context the purpose of The Design Code SPD’s is to encourage a higher standard of design in all aspects of the built environment across The Wychavon District.    The Codes set out prescriptive standards in accordance with The National Model Design Code (2021) (NMDC) and provide a framework of specific design requirements for new development in each respective area.  They are intended to be used alongside the appropriate sections of The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (December 2023), local plan policies in the 2016 South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), The South Worcestershire Design Guide SDP (2018) and any relevant neighbourhood plan policies or SPDs.  The Wychavon Design Code SPDs are formally being consulted upon for a four-week period which will run from Monday 8th of January 2024 to Monday 5th February 2024.  The consultation is in line with regulation 12 of The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012  How to comment  you can learn more about what a design code is www.wychavon.gov.uk/design-codes or alternatively please email policy.plans@wychavon.gov.uk In terms of making a representation, you can do so by emailing policy.plans@wychavon.gov.uk                                                                                                                                                           6)   County Councillors Cllr Gretton did not attend
7)  Chairman’s Report   The Chairman reported that she was able to help with reporting an abandoned car which had been left on The Church Carpark for several weeks, and getting the police to remove it.
8)  Parish Path Warden’s Report    The Parish Path Warden reported that he had now completed the strimming course and had a certificate to prove it.
9) Lengthsman’s Report   David did not attend.
10)  Finance and Policy    The Clerk reported that the balance of the bank account was £14,845.98.  The Budget was presented to The Council, but there were some challenges.  The Clerk said she would look at it again and email any necessary differences.
11)  Community Outreach and Parish Sports   Cllr Funnel reported that he now had more details concerning the new police person, who was dealing with Speedwatch, however he was concerned that he may have to re submit all volunteers each year, he will double check and report at the next meeting.   Cllr Funnell reported that had not heard anything concerning the Greenway Project.   It was reported that Norton and Lenchwick came 19th out of 25 in The Parish Games, everyone agreed that this was truly wonderful for a first time.  The Clerk reported that the darts board and Ochi will be fitted soon, so that people could practice.   It was also reported that there would be some rule  changes next year. It was agreed that another Newsletter could be created for February and The Clerk agreed to put a plea out on Social Media for articles of interest.  It was also agreed that there would be another Quiz in March!
12) Progress Reports and new items
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      A) The Footpath still needs to be discussed with The County Councillor Laura Gretton who never attends meetings.
      B) The sign for Jock’s Wood is being dealt with by David,  The Lengthsman, who did not attend
      C) The Chairman reported that the footpath  at Ashmore’s Farm Woodland is very good, and that the farmland has been fenced off by WCC, this may indicate that it is going up for sale.   
      D) The Lengthsman is waiting for drier weather before he puts the plaque on The Queen’s Jubilee Bench 
     E)  Cllr Drayton reported on The Harvington Lane Development, that the big house has now been cleared for drainage work, the pavements are to be done by the owners of the site, and the from of the big house id temporarily being used as a carpark for the builders working on The 
     F)  It was acknowledged that The Council is saving money to deal with the land by The Church.
     G) The Clerk informed The Council of new relaxed rules regarding what help The Council can give to The Church in it’s Parish.  The Council can now help with funding for the renovation and upkeep of the churchyard and clocks, if it wanted to. It should be stressed these are powers not duties.
     H)  The Clerk informed The Council that as a result of an intervention from CALC she had received a form to apply for monies from The County Councillors divisional fund. This was because Laura Gretton never attended any Parish Council Meetings.   The Council agreed to apply for monies to replace three delipidated kissing gates within The Parish.  The Clerk said she would contact Hartwells, for a quote.
       I)  The Clerk reported on The stay connected Community Grant Scheme. This is aimed at tackling loneliness and isolation in The Community.
       J)  The Clerk reported that she had spoken to Peter Goodhall, who said that there was a man in Lenchwick who would make new noticeboards, and that he would supply all the wood for them. It was agreed that she would obtain a price for the making of the noticeboards.
       k) It was acknowledged that Cllr Dance is now Norton and Lenchwick’s Bio-Diversity Champion and Tree Warden.
        L)The Clerk informed The Council that there had been some damage to one of the panels at The New Play Park, where someone had kicked it. The Clerk also told The Council that Cllr Arthurs-Pitts was checking on the defibrillator and making sure it was in good working order and not being tampered with etc.
        M)  The Clerk told The Council that she had archived Parish Council Minutes from 6th March 2014 – 7th November 2019 at The Hive in Worcester.
        N) The Chairman, asked if a sub-committee could be formed to deal with planning.  Cllr Seeley-Wade said he would take responsibility for planning in future.
        O) The date for The Annual Parish Meeting is set for Sunday 19th of May 2024 at 3pm.
13) Correspondence   no correspondence.
14) Planning      Chadbury Farm Shop no objection
15) Finance   all invoices paid.
16) Date of next meeting   Thursday 7th March 2024
Meeting adjourned 9pm 


signed/dated

