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             Norton and Lenchwick Parish Council				
		Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting 19th May 2024
	Clerk to The Council Wendy Cope, 22 Heathfield Road, Norton, WR11 4TQ
		Tel: 01386 871205 email:  nortonlenchwickpc@outlook.com
			Website www.Parish-council.com/Nortonlenchwick/
Present:  Cllr Sue Drayton Chairman, Cllr Jaqui Dance, Cllr Edwin Heald, Wendy Cope Clerk David Iorns Lengthsman.
Members of the public present: Eight Members of The General Public.
Cllr Drayton reported: Welcome – introduce Parish Councillors, The Clerk and The Lengthsman.
Another busy year in the Parish but one of the highlights for me will be the success we have had with our presence in the Parish Games. After an absence of many years Wendy and Mark have promoted this event and we managed to take part in 4 events. I took part in Bell boating as part of a team with my neighbours and we had great fun. Most of us had never been bell boating before and we have all signed ourselves up to compete this year. Wendy is busy collecting entries in for this year’s Games and the response has been amazing and we hope to be able to enter every event. Thank you to everyone involved. 
Ashmore’s Farm has continued to become a great asset for the village. The wildflowers put on a great show last year and it is amazing to see how much the trees have grown. The wet weather has created a pond that has become home for some ducks, and we hope this feature will stay even with summer ahead. The Japanese mini forests have really grown well, and Laurence Crack has done a great job with keeping the footpaths clear. 
One of the big concerns for the residents of Lenchwick is speeding. I am happy to report that work on erecting the speed gates has been completed. David has done a great job there and saved the council a lot of money over buying the official plastic speed gates. A new VAS machine has also been installed further into the village which has had a positive effect on speed. Unfortunately, there are still some road users that believe that speed limits do not apply to them. 
Earlier last year we did have some work completed on the bend of King’s Lane but unfortunately this was not sufficient to deal with the amount of rain we have had this winter. Highways will shortly be performing a full survey on the situation to see 
what can be done to prevent any further flooding. One project that the Parish Council wants to investigate is to do something with the grass verge as it has been destroyed by vehicles trying to avoid the flood water. 
The Queens’ Jubilee bench has finally been put into place and maybe in hindsight we should have pushed for putting this in the area needed to stop vehicles driving on the grass verge. 
In November we welcomed a visit from Robert Raphael, Chairman of Wychavon District council, who came to see how we had spent the £83k legacy grant from 2022. He was most impressed that the project had been completed so quickly and enjoyed hearing about all the events going on in the community and how it was bringing everyone together. 
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The Parish Council received a grant from the County Councillor’s fund that we used to repair or replace the 3 kissing gates on the footpaths that access the church land. 
Many residents still have concerns about the new housing development on Harvington Lane, especially to do with drainage – investigations are still ongoing and this has slowed all development in terms of finishing off the site and completing the last house. 
We have been successful in producing 2 newsletters in the last year and many thanks to our volunteer delivery team for getting them out to everyone. 
Our Parish Councillor Jacqui Dance has become our Bio-Diversity Champion and the Parish Tree Warden. She recently wrote a report in the newsletter about what had been going on in the Parish and there certainly has been a lot going on to increase tree planting, reduce mowing of road verges and encourage more wildlife habitats. 
The Music Box came to visit the Parish last summer where children of all ages were able to play instruments and look into digital music. To build on this success they are visiting again in June as part of a new Community Day which will include The Health Bus, hopefully a Fire Engine and information on Adult learning and other local support groups. Many thanks to Jacqui Dance for organising this. 
Our Parish Path Warden, Laurence Crack and Lengthsman David Iorns have been working hard throughout the year to make the area more accessible by clearing footpaths and keeping hedgerows under control. Thank you to both of you for the invaluable work you do. 
Thank you to our Parish Councillor Jess who regularly checks up on the Defibrillator in the phone box. Luckily it hasn’t had to be used yet but it is always there and ready. 
The Parish Council are still trying to start the process of having a footpath between Wood Norton and Chadbury roundabout, but this has not happened due to no response from the County Councillor. We will continue to try and make things happen. 
The Parish has continued to strengthen links between the village hall, church, and Parish council. Andy and Caroline Green continue to do a sterling job with keeping The Church Community going. The Village Hall Trustees have continued to work hard, and Bingo has seen record numbers this winter, along with successful Quizzes and 
tabletop sales. It is very important that we have this hall to be able to bring everyone together. The Parish Council has recently donated £2000 to help with the refurbishment of the ladies’ toilets and they do look amazing. The hall has recently applied for a grant to do a similar refurbishment with the Gents. Fingers crossed they are successful. 

Four Parishioners from Chadbury attended the meeting, they all expressed major concern regarding the speed limit on the A44.  They wondered if anything could be done on the stretch from The Chadbury Roundabout coming from Evesham.  There is a small road leading onto the A44 and traffic can not be seen because there is a bend.  The Clerk agreed that it was very dangerous, as she needed to use the road to service a noticeboard. They asked about Village Gates, however The Clerk pointed out that these needed to be licenced and she felt that this would not be an option, A VAS machine was also proposed, however due to the speed limit of 50mph again this was probably not an option.  Maybe the speed limit could be lowered.  The Clerk said she would approach The County Council Highways to see what could be done to help.  
											145
Someone asked if The Council could explore an initiative between Planning at Wychavon and Severn Trent, to improve communication so that when new buildings were built drainage etc. could be explore.  Cllr Dance explained that she had attended A Seminar at Severn Trent and had been told that this did not exist.
Two Parishioners attend from Norton, they wanted to inform The Council about the footpath on The Evesham Road, opposite The Norton Grange.  The footpath is now so narrow, because the adjoining land was spreading out onto it that it was becoming impassible especially for pushchairs and wheelchairs etc. Cllr Dance said she was meeting with one of The Footpath Wardens in the following week and would take him to this footpath and see if he could help.




